EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
Ukrainian Catholic Parish

☦
Українська Католицька Парафія
ВОЗДВИЖЕННЯ ЧЕСНОГО ХРЕСТА
WELCOME
A warm welcome to parishioners
and visitors joining us today.
Our doors are wide open:
to all who mourn or need comfort;
to all who are weary and need rest;
to all who seek friendship;
to all who desire to grow
in relationship with God;
to all who yearn to pray;
to all who need a Saviour,
and in the name our Lord, says:
WELCOME!

CONTACT US
Priest: Fr. Andriy Werbowy
о. Андрій Вербовий
Tel: 250-317-3881
Email: pastor@crossparish.ca
Address: 13753 - 108th Avenue,
Surrey BC, V3T 2K6
Email: info@crossparish.ca
Tel: 604-584-4421 (parish hall)
Web: www.crossparish.ca

HOLY MYSTERIES
Baptism: by appointment
Confessions: by appointment
Marriages: please contact the
Priest at least six months in
advance
before
any
other
arrangements are made
Ministry of the Sick - Hospital
Visits: Parishioners with special
circumstances that wish to be
visited, please contact the Parish
Priest.
Funerals: by appointment

SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
НЕДІЛЯ СЛІПОРОДЖЕНОГО
MAY 22, 2022

Christ is Risen - Indeed H e is Risen!
Христос Воскрес - Воістину Воскрес !
The man born blind was able to see in two
ways. Firstly, the Lord healed his eyesight, an
infirmity which he had from the day he was
born. Secondly, the man was able to see
(recognize) that Jesus was not some prophet
but the promised Messiah. All of this so “that
the works of God might be made manifest in
him.
How often has each of us come to the Lord and
asked for some infirmity to be healed, some
aspect of our lives to be radically changed? How often have we come to
Him in prayer and asked for a greater outpouring of His grace in our
lives? For some, even after this prayer nothing happens. Prayer is not
just asking the Lord for things to happen in our lives. Prayer is opening
ourselves up to know the mind of God. Added to this is something we
learn from the healed blind man—obedience.
In today’s world, obedience is seen firstly as some authority figure
forcing his/her will upon a person or people to which he/she/they must
comply. Perhaps this is a view of misuse of authority. In true obedience,
there is a will, and there is a submission. We often forget about the
submission part in today’s world. We see the blind man willingly submit
himself to the Lord. He allowed the Lord to apply a paste made of dirt
and His spittle to his eyes and followed the command to go to the pool
of Siloam and wash (something quite easily done). And even after he
received the gift of sight, he willingly sat through the “court” with the
Pharisees so “that the works of God might be made manifest in him.”
Further, because of faith and obedience, he was brought to that moment
of realization—The Lord, the Messiah, is here before me—and
professed the great gift of faith.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
➤ TODAY - 1 BILINGUAL DIVINE LITURGY AT 10AM. GENERAL MEETING TO FOLLOW.
➤ THURSDAY, MAY 26 - FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST. DIVINE LITURGY 10 AM
➤ PRAYER BOOKS FOR SALE - If you wish to purchase your own ($10 each) please contact Fr. Andriy.
➤ CONFESSIONS - if you would like to come to confession please contact Fr. Andriy 250-317-3881 or
email: pastor@crossparish.ca
➤ OFFERING PRAYERS: parish members requesting the celebration of a Divine Liturgy for a special
intention (such as: Thanksgiving, the Infirm, General Intentions, the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the
Travelers, etc.), please contact Fr. Andriy.
➤ HAPPY BIRTHDAY / HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: to those who celebrate their Birthday or Anniversary.
This week's birthday: Ivanka Maik. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy
Mother of God protect you. Многая Літа!
➤ THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS – ДЯКУЄМО – Our gratitude to everyone for your prayers
& ongoing financial support of our parish and for all other ways in which you assist our church community.
God bless you all!
➤ DONATIONS - Amid Covid-19 outbreak causing these challenging times we continue to rely on your
generosity. for the parish would be greatly appreciated. We still have expenses and rely on your support. You
can make donations on our web-site. https://crossparish.ca/donation/ or sending them by mail: Holy Cross
Parish 13753 - 108th Avenue, Surrey BC, V3T 2K6
➤ BEQUESTS AND WILLS: Leaving a bequest is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It can be
as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the process. In
your kindness, please remember Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Parish in your bequests and wills. If anyone
wishes to make such a bequest in their will, the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give,
devise, and bequeath to Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic Church at 13753 - 108th Avenue, Surrey BC, the sum of
$_ (or _% of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the church/parish and it's needs and pastoral ministry.”

➤ REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: your family; your fellow parishioners; especially the shut-in or those in the
hospital; those seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; those celebrating a
birthday or anniversary; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind; as well as any
other need.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
The Ascension of Jesus Christ is one of the Great Feasts of our Church, celebrated
forty days after Pascha (and thus always falling on a Thursday).
Forty days after the Resurrection, while blessing his disciples (Gospel of Luke
24:50-51), Christ ascended into heaven, taking his place at the right hand of the
Father (Gospel of Mark 16:19 and Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed).
Scriptural accounts:
The first account of the Ascension found in the Bible is in the Gospel of Mark
(16:14-19). The description is brief. Jesus and the remaining eleven disciples are
seated at a table, presumably in a room in or near Jerusalem. Jesus commands his
followers to spread the Gospel, and that those who believe will be known by their
invulnerability to poison, ability to heal the sick, and the like. After delivering these
final words, Jesus is received into heaven to sit at the right hand of God. No description of the Ascension itself
is given; Mark simply states that it happened.
The Gospel of Luke is even more brief in its description (24:50-51). Jesus led the eleven to Bethany, not far
from Jerusalem. While in the act of blessing them, Jesus was carried up to heaven.
The third, and most celebrated, account of the Ascension is in the Acts of the Apostles (1:9-12). For forty days
after the Resurrection, Jesus continued to preach the Gospel. Jesus and the eleven were gathered near Mt. Olivet
(or the Mount of Olives), to the northeast of Bethany. Jesus tells his disciples that they will receive the power of
the Holy Spirit and that they will spread his message the world over. Jesus is taken up and received by a cloud.
Some traditions say that he was taken up in a fiery chariot, much like the Prophet Elijah. Two men clothed in
white appear and tell the disciples that Jesus will return in the same manner as he was taken. They say: "Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is taken up from you into Heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11).[1] Afterwards, the disciples return to
Jerusalem rejoicing, remaining continually in the Temple.
The Gospel of Matthew ends at a mountain in Galilee, with Jesus commanding the disciples to spread the
Gospel. No mention of the Ascension is made.
Importance
The Ascension of Christ shows the last stage in God's plan for mankind: total union with Himself upon one's
departure from the world. According to V. Rev. George Florovsky, "in the Ascension resides the meaning and
the fullness of Christ's Resurrection....and with Christ, man's nature ascends also.

HELP UKRAINE
➤ EMERGENCY HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE PEOPLE IN UKRAINE - The Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Canada has partnered with the Catholic Near East Welfare Association in Canada (CNEWA) to
provide immediate humanitarian support for the people of Ukraine. With the threat of further invasion by
Russia, the already 8-year war in Ukraine has placed several million people in desperate need for food, shelter,
medical attention, and more. Will you help your brother and sister in need? Please pray. Stay informed.

Donate: https://cnewa.org/ca/campaigns/ukraine/

FOCOLARE MOVEMENT PRESENTS “LOVE IN ACTION”
How can I practice the Gospel in my daily life? How can we bring more love and unity into the world around
us? The Focolare Movement offers simple ways to do this by putting “love into action”. To learn more about it
you are invited to an interactive gathering to hear experiences from a variety of people at work, in the family,
and with friends. The program includes spiritual reflections, concrete experiences, sharing groups, games and
songs. Children of all ages are welcome with their parents and will have a separate program on the same theme.
People of other churches and religions are also welcome since the Golden Rule is for everyone!
WHEN: Saturday, May 28, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Bring your own lunch. Coffee, tea and water will be provided.
WHERE: All Saints Catholic Church Hall
821 Fairfax St, Coquitlam, BC V3J 5K7
COST: No cost. Donations accepted at the door.
REGISTRATION: https://forms.gle/7m96reSAHzDurfjX9

JOB OPPORTUNITY - THE UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY SOCIETY OF IVAN FRANKO
The Ukrainian Community Society of Ivan Franko is looking to fill the part time position of Rental
Coordinator for our hall in Richmond. If you have an interest or would like more information please contact us
at: info@ivanfranko.ca

